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CZECHOSL.OVAKIA: Minister of War to be replaced--Steinhardt has
been told in confidence by President Benes that the Minister for National
Defense, General Svoboda, and several other highly-placed Army offi-
cers soon will be removed because Benes doubts their loyalty to Czecho-
slovekia and has found them unfriendly to the US and UK. Benes intends
to replace Svoboda with a civilian.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Hungarian minority viewed as threat--President
Benes has told Ambassador Steinhardt that he is increasingly concerned
over Hungarian Government demands for minority rights for Hungarians
residing in Czechoslovakia. He claimed that (a) the Hungarians oppose
transfer of the remaining Hungarians in Czechoslovakia solely in order
to maintain a Hungarian ‘‘bridgehead’’ in Czechoslovakia, and {b) such a
bridgehead might become as dangerous as the pre-war German minority.
Benes added that Molotov had told Czech representatives in Paris that he
was prepared to acquiesce in the transfer, but would first have to ascer-
tain US views as he could ‘‘do nothing without the Americans.”’

FRANCE: Reasons for defeat of Constitution--According to Caffery, the
defeat of the draft Constitution is attributed to the unexpected defection

of many Socislists from their Party line, and the notably few abstentions.
The Communists overplayed their hand, and the referendum was in effect
a plebiscite for or against Communism, rather than a constitutional issue.
Caffery warns, however, that the rejection should not be interpreted as an
important sh:ft to the Right, since Communists and Socialists together
still control 47 percent of the electorate. P f ¢
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HUNGARY: US to hold USSR responsible for any “‘unpleasant’’ getion--
The State Department has instructed General Key, US delegate ACC,
and Embassy Moscow to inform the Soviets that the US Government
(a) considers that there can be no military justification for the Red
Army in Hungary to require US Legation personnel to evacuate their
residences and (b) will hold the
Soviet Gove entirely responsible for any ‘“‘unpleasant” action
taken by the Soviet High Command.

SPAIN: ‘‘Use” of uranium in Spain not estab --Embassy Madrid
reports that it has no evidence that uranium ores are being ““used” in
Spain, although numerous deposits are believed to exist and one mine ig
in operation. '

FAR EAST

KOREA: US communique-~The Political Advisor to Lieutenant General
Hodge reports that the Soviet delegate, General Shtikov, was visibly
disturbed when he was shown the text of the US communique of 8 May o
the adjournment of the Joint Commission

|:| The Advisor believes that the communique will (&) cripple the
(e

marmunist ‘‘fifth column’’ in South Korea, (b) damage Communist puppet

authority in North Korea, and {c) handicap for a long time any Soviet
attempt to dominate Korean affairs.
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